abbi Shlomo - Freifeld; . 'zt”l, founder: of:

Yeshivah Sh’or Yoshuv, was a spectacular
orator.and a master. builder. of people; whose
eclectic vision and magnetic personality enabled
him “to attract' thousands: .of people toYid-
dishkeit. ’

Rav. .Shlomo:was born’ inAmerica ‘in 1 1926:
““When. he “was- thirteen' he" attended: Yeshivah
Rabbeinu Chaim' Berlin, where he met Haga'on
Rav. Yitzchak Hunter, ‘who became his rebbe
“muvhak:-The relationship he-forged with Rav
Huther changed:the course of his life.
‘:After Jearning. at -Yeshivah, Rabbeinu Chaim
- Berlin, Rav Shlomo held.a number of positions;

. such as principaliof Bais- Yaakov-of Toronto and :

menahe}:at: Yeshivah Rabbeinu: Chaim  Berlin;
2iand. “he helped found "Kollel. Gur, Aryeh' of
*“Yeshivah. Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin.
Rav: Shleme’s difework: truly bégan in 1967
“when he founded Yeshivah Sh’or Yoshuv in Far

Rockaway. At that time the teshuvah movement

was under:way, and although:Sh’or Yoshuv:was

" initially. composéd of. yeshivah:: bachurim, “ Rav;
Shlomo was a lightningrod for countless young:
-“men searching for spiritual direction. When'Rav.
Shlomo’s  talmidim: left the “yeshivah, -they:
yedrned - for Scontinual” interaction with. ' their.

-~ Rebbe, and many of them settled nearby, in Far
Rockaway. and: the Five' Towns. Sh’or-Yoshuv

: gréd'ua“)% expanded info a large yeshivah with.a

‘*9'$“"-‘-uss.

vital kehillah

Diring the last eight years ofhls life Rav Shio-
mo-suffered ‘tremendous yissarim, but- despite
his physical pain and-anguish, ‘he' continued to
inspire others . with ‘his tremendous  vitality;
ebullient personality and indefatigable yearnlng
for. spiritual attainment.”

Onchol hamo’ed Sukkos 1990, durmg zeman
simchaseinu;: a" period " that ‘epitomized the
trademark theme of his life, Rav Shlomo passed
away.. His legacy lives on, and .today Shor
Yoshuv, under the: spiritual leadership 'of :Ray
Shlomo’s - sons-in-law, Ros'hv Yeshivah  Harav

Naftali- Jaeger :and” menahel Rabbi Avrohom':

Halpern; boasts over: 250" talmidim; 50 kollel

members, a Kehillah ‘of. over 500 fam es:and
alumni spread throughout the worlc

As | sat; down to wrife these words i mern
ory. ofa lzadd:k as great and as beloved
to.all"as Harav Shiomo reifeld,
zt"l T realized immediately. that -

] cannot possibiy do_justice to.
his ‘memory., Anything | eould -
say ‘about him ‘would be. an.’
understatement;’ Harav
Freifeld:was a truly.uﬁiqée
Torah’.giant “who..had.'a
‘massive impact’-on “his ;
generation, '

By RabbiYehoshua Kurland

An- old Jew, ‘well known in the

Shaarei Chessed neighborhood of |

. Yerushalayim as the “Rusisher mag-
gid,” could be seen walking with
his lantern at 2 a.m. every morning

" on his way to the beis medrash,

where he would learn for the re-
mainder of the night.. This saintly
. Yid continued his unusual practice
even when he was well into his
nineties.

When asked how he began such

.. a custom, he responded that when

e was a young boy his Rebbe had
taught him: After the infamous sin
of the meraglim, the spies in the
wilderness, which occurred on the

. ninth of Av, every year for the next

Jorty years, on the night of 9 Av, Jews
would lie in a grave they dug for
hemselves. Some would rise the next
morning while others would remain -
here to rest eternally. “Can you
magine the joy and exitberance

that was felt the next morning by
_those who awoke? (Most as-
uredly, none turned over on

he other side or pressed

their snooze alarms!)

One could readily

imagine - the

alacrity and zeal they ex-




e

' hibited as they welcomed. their new.
lease on life. “Ever since I learned -

this,” he explained, “whenever I stir in
the middle of my sleep, 1 get up, thrilled

10 be alive and savor eve;y precmus -

‘moment of life.”
Savormg Every Moment of Llfe

Rabbi Frexfeld too, apprecxated an
tock advantage of every moment he

was alive. He used to say that when he

_couldn’t sleep at night, he would play
game in his mind, imagining that som

- one had given him a million dollars. He
would think of all the chassadim and =

projects he might institute to enhance
 the lives of Jews throughout the world.

The Rebbe loved life and the world -
around him. Everything that existed and
that he experienced was for him an op-.
portunity to sharpen his perceptions and

. insights into the symphonic symmetry

“1 get up, thrilled
to be alive " |
and savor

EVery precious
| moment of life.”
.=~ Rabbi Freifeld

of the Ribbono shel Olam’s beautiful

world. When he saw good, he recog-j

|| nized it’s full worth, and when he saw
evil, he was keenly aware of its poten-

 tial dangers. He knew; better than many, £

- the meaning of the words of Chazal:
Olam  hazeh domeh lelailah, “This

| obstacles. That sivatta diShmaya is
i there for anyone who wants it, anyone
' who is :eady to reach for it. This is the
- essence of a Human being at its best —

“world is compared to the night” — we '

live in a world of darkness; vet he was

absolutely committed to the principle
. thata Jew who lives as a Jew should can

diffuse that darkness and replace it with
a2 bright and illuminating light.

§  tuned to its symmetry; he united
- himself and the world with ‘its one
Source — Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
3 Rav Freifeld loved life, because it af-
* forded him the opportunity to bring the
_world to its ideal state, in service of the
- Creator. He loved every Jew, because a
Jew is Hashem’s most precious com-
- modity in His creation. He saw in his

fellow man the pinnacle of creation, a

such; for he lived by the c"onwenon tha
given the opportunity, man could tran-
- scend all limitations and soar to unfath-

omable heights. He loved to speak

about the midrash (Vayikra Rabba) that

relates how Hillel told his talmidim that

he was going 1o do a mitzvah, and they
asked him which mitzvah he was going
‘o perform. When he told them, “I'm
going to bathe,” they expressed surprise
over the fact that this was considered a

mitzvah. “If you have a statue -of the -

king,” he explained, “you have to clean
g=%

it regularly and make sure it always

looks nice. I am like that statue — I am

& made in the image of Hashem, so it’s a

great mitzvah to keep myself clean.”

_ The human body is holy, it is an integral
part of Hashem’s universe; he was

* deeply committed to this conviction.
. Reverence for Every Jew

. many people -

‘tential, he infused many hundreds of
- people with newfound confidence and
- dramatically altered the course of their

lives.

He detested ‘the idea that only ge—

- niuses and those with exceptional tal-
. ents ‘were destined for greatness in
- Torah. He would often quote the words
,'of the Chazon Ish, which he himself had
. heard the Chazon-Ish say — that many

renowned Gedolim were not geniuses.

‘What they all shared in common was an

absolute belief in the principle that

“nothing can stand before the will of a_

human being; with superhuman efforts

. they achieved what they dxd — and 50

can everyone! :
Reachmg Our Potentxal

- when I told him about q th

_everyone with patience and with wis-

dom. He would evaluate others not ac-
cording to where they had been or
where they were likely to go, but
“baasher hu sham,” where their hearts
were at that moment. His special con-
cern for the less fortunate, the orphan,
the widow, the underprivileged, the un-
derachiever, epitomized a heart filled
with compassion for others. :
LIl never forget the Rebbes reaction
ty-one-year-
old baalas teshuvah with whom our
family had been close. She had become

-engaged to a young widower who had

lost his wife suddenly and was left with
six young orphans. He marveled at this

- young woman’s courage and the faith

. She must have had to undertake such a

Unlike anythn_lg elsg

- experience, when it comes to Torah, the .

rule is, Yagaata umatzasa: taamln =
one’s toil is met with “matzasa” — a di-

' vinely influenced gift of sivarta diSh-

maya,  which will ' supercede = all

_ stretching and extending and expandmg

| oneself. The letters of the Hebrew word

- the work of an Atist, filled with limit-

Rav Freifeld was that light. Through-
out his life he endeavored to be that true“
talmid chacham. He understood the bal- -
ance of the entire universe and was at--

less potential. Like an instrument that
can play the most heavenly music — at
times it needs some fine tuning. Rav
Freifeld served as a master conductor,
leading the orchestra, ever seeking the
proper. balance to produce “the : most
beautiful music; and the compositions
he cultivated are-priceless and eternally

worthy. They — his talmidim and their

children and grandchildren — grace

batei medrash throughout the world, -
immersed in rhe beautiful, eternal musxc E

of Torah.
It disturbed him unmenbely that S0

many people were neglectmg their po~ o
thet

it seemed socwty at
large — had relinquished all hope of
ever reattammg the essential image and
nature of a human being as: Hashem
originally meant it to be.

“Ein davar ha’omeid bifnci har at—l
zon,” Rav Freifeld would exclaim with -
absolute conviction — There is nothing

that can stand before the will of a hu-

the medrash of how Rabbi Chaninah

managed to transport 2 huge stone to
Yerushalayim. What this medrash. is
telling us, he would explain, is that the
‘human will is an irresistible force, and
when it is focused and genuine, nothing :

can stand in its way. It is a power that is

divinely engineered within every per-
son, no matter what his IQ, no mater :
what label has been thrust upon him, no-
; & ‘matter how far he may. have strayed

" In every Jewish neshamah he saw

th his steadfast

- friend, one’s chil

" adam, ‘man, can be switched around to

spell me ‘od, connoting *“very much so”

or “extensively so,” and Rav Freifeld .
- would point out how apt is this word

adam, to indicate that man’s objective

in life is to extend himself continuously
_to reach his potential. The Rebbe’s un-
 usual faith and belief in each individual
.and his potential was a natural out-
* growth of his steadfast commitm

the principle of  Yisrael ve ‘Oraisa

" veKudesha Berich Hu chad hu — there
|is a supernatural link . that connects

every Jew to his Creator, through the

vehicles of Torah and mitzyos, and each -
individual plays a significant role inun-
- veiling the umty and completeness in

creanon
 “Lech-lecha,” he would explam, isa
directive o each of us: “Go into your-

1 each down deep within your- -

nto the very recesses of your heart

and soul, and draw from there the inner
strength. You can do it! One line at a
ime, one blatt at a time, one masechta

- ata time. And don’t fool yourself in the

process; make sure you understand each

~word on every level. Review cénstantly‘ :
‘to make your learning your own; ac--

quire and internalize, and thereby eter-

- nalize. Just as you must not cheat your -
man being! The Rébbe likéd ‘to relate

fellow man, do not cheat yourself! You‘

' are destined for greatness. .

The Rebbe spoke about the impor-
tance of greeting another Jew as if it
were the very foundation of Torah. In-

deed, how could one fail to:show re-
spect to a human being who is created -

in the image of G-d? The Rebbe would
infuse people with an appreciation for

the greatness of every Jew, the impor- -
- tance of offering encouraging words, of
_complimenting: one’s spouse, one’s
He would relate to

daunting task. Tears streamed down the

Rebbes face, and he said “She is liter-
ally emulating the chessed of the Rib-
bono shel Olam!”

Reaching Every Jew

- 'Rav Freifeld was a master teacher, a
master orator and a master when it came.
to influencing people. Rav Moshe Sher--

271, once said that Rav Shlomo

" Freifeld was always among his first
- choices for the guest speaker to address

Agudah functions. His style was
unique. The energy he generated and his
genius at bringing a point home and

- having it reach every one of his listen-
- €18, no matter what his particuler learn-

ing level - may have been,
extraordinary. i

He wasn’t just a speaker, he was an
educator  par  excellence. = Every

was

. drashah, every shmooze, even his infor-
mal question-and-answer sessions or re-
. laxed talks around a summer campfire

were monumental lessons in pedagogi-
cal ‘excellence. He took the ‘deepest,
most esoteric and delicate concepts,
broke them into simple components and

-pasted them back together in the most
_ - beautiful,

harmonious presentation.
And be did it all in a way that was so

* down to earth, so human, with humor

and ‘wisdom. He cared so much about
each of his listeners, about every one of
his students, and wanted so much for

*everyone to be inspired with that which
_inspired him, that he put all of his ener-
'gies into explaining each point until

everyone had absorbed his message.
" He succeeded in bridging the gener-

_ational gap, connecting his students to
" an old, authentic world of Jews of all

stripes — chassidim, misnagdim, Se-

' fardim, Ashkenazxm ~and to the meso- .

rah to which every Jew needs to
connect. He opened our minds to the
words of the Sfas Emes and of Rabbi

_Tzadok HaCohen of Lublin, yet at the

same time he spoke with such great rev-
erence about Rav Yisrael Salanter, Rav
Simchah Zissel of Kelm, and the great

" baalei mussar. And the reverence with

which he spoke about his own Rebbe,

|the Rosh Hayeshivah Harav Yitzchak

‘Hutner, z¢”/, was a lesson in honoring

- one’s Rav that no sefer alone could have .




rilisna 1

When Rav Freifeld Ieamed that Har =

av Dovid Lipshitz, zt”l, the Suvalker
Rav, was arriving in New York from Eu-

B rope with practically no possessions,
that he didn t even own a set of Shas, he

. took his own brand-new set of Shas, for

which he had saved up to buy, and

brought it to the harbor. As soon as the

Rav descended from the ship, Rav
 Freifeld presented him with the set of

Shas as a gift. “I should own a Shas

‘when the Suvalker Rav is lacking such a .
. precious commodzty? I cannot allow

\this to be,” he declared.

Everything Rav Freifeld' di was a

lesson to learn from. His home was al-

ways open and he readily gave of his
. time to everyone. His hachnasas or-

were ‘witness to the deep . respect and
_ derech eretz he showed his first Rebbet-
zin, a”h, and, tlc”a, to Rebbetzin Sora

. Freifeld, shetichyeh. He always dis-
 played great hakaras hatov and chose

the words he used in conversation with

. them very carefully. Everything he did

in his home was a real-life demonstra-

~ tion of honoring one’s wife more than

oneself.
1 had the pleasure of sitting next to
the Rebbe at a sheva brachos that a lo-

. cal member of the community was host-

ing for a talmid in the yeshivah. The
hosts were extremely honored to have
Rabbi Freifeld attend a simchah at their

- home. As we ate the main course, the

Rebbe placed the kugel Sfrom his plate

this.” At first I thought he was trying to'

- turn a seasoned Litvak into a chassid by

-giving me shirayim. But he quickly
plained that his special diet didn’t all
im to eat such ﬁ)ods and he was afr

refraining

- together only to sit a
. onto mine, saying, “Yehoshua, you eat one

callously droppmg a cigarette butt

the ground, was in fact avodas Hashem
of the highest order, and one who falled,
to do so was succumbing to a nisayon
~ and was in effect caving in to a “graffi- -
ti-oriented,” desensmzed and decayed :

somety

: When the Satmar Rav, zt"l arrzved .

in America after the Holocaust he

quickly organized a weekly Shiur in
maseches Brachos for' a small group of

refugees, all of whom, like the Rebbe
himself, had - lost almost all of their
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As soon as the Rav descended from the
ship, Rav Freifeld presented-him with t e
set of Shas as a gift. “I should own a Sha

when the Suvalker Rav is lacking such a . [

precious commodlt_y7 | cannot aHow thxs o

to be,”

close family members. Each weelk-be- . :

* fore beginning the shiur, he would go -

Jrom person to person asking: how his
day had gone, where he had looked for

 employment, how his living conditions

were and many other questions pertain-

existence. Before.

_ ing begun. The Rebbe: would say, “We u

start, iy"H, next week.”

But every week it was the same: his
questions continued, but the shiur never
began. Even the small group of chas-
sxdzm were somewhat baffled. This went

on for an entire year. At the end ofa

ear they met once again, but this time

- the Rebbe, confident that his small talk
“over the course of the past year had

helped rejuvenate the spirits .of these

 unfortunate, broken individuals, told his

shiur~goers “Until now we had to learn
‘daf aleph.’ Now we are ieaajz to begm
daf beis!” )

Rabbi Fre1feld often Sald “If we got

d eat and talk to

tabiishéd?é ﬁpport :th e&efyone he

_ met almost instantly. Sometimes it was

with humor, somenmes with an .amaz-
ing sense of the pre point that trou-

individual; most
certamly his  connection was | forged

- warmth and love. His rapport was .
-based on genuine interest; he really
~wanted to know where the person came

from and what he was about. So he
spent a good portion of his life talking
to people, advising them, solving their

 problems, giving them support. He had
the ability to get to the core of an. issue

and had amazing insight in understand-

ing the background of a problem, its

roots and from where it stemmed. And

- he would give advice with unusual con-
,ﬁdence, he instructed with aclear con-

science, “This is what you ‘must d
Those who had the good fortune and the

zechus to sit at his table, to speak with
him, to sing, to celebrate, to discuss,

would’always grow from the: experi-

‘ence.
. Hdvdalah Knowmg

Whete We Stand

The Yerushalmi explains that the
age of Ata chonantanu, the tefi Ilah

he dedared

Jewish values. ;
Yaakov: Avinu davened, “Save me
from the hands of my brother, from the
hands of Esav.” He was begging
Hashem: Save me from Esav when he
acts as my brother — when he invites
me to live peacefully with him and en-
gage in his way of life. The Rebbe
taught us how to love and even how to
hate; how to discern and how to build

- walls of protection. He made us aware

of the clear danger of an Esav who acts

_as your brother and of the spiritual holo-

caust of Western culture, which contin-

‘ues to threaten our existence. Thus it

requires great daas and chochmah to
develop a secure and everlasting con-
nection to Hashem. :

One hot, humid summer afternoon, a
young boy, baseball glove and ball in
hand, anxiously awaits his father s re-
turn_home from work, hoping that he
will have some time to play ball with
him. Most of the boy’s friends are away
at camp, and he is extremely bored,

. Meanwhile, his father is driving = = G

ome i heavy traffic on the dreaded

Van Wyck Expressway. Nothing is mov-

ing, the air conditioning is not working ’
properly, and the temperature has .
peaked to a record-breaking high. To

top.it off, he has tons of work to do at . - %

e and is not in a good mood.

s he pulls into the driveway), hzs son K8

quzckly approaches. “Hi, Dad! T've

- been. wamng for you all day. Can w

had, and 1 still have loads of  §
I'm afrm'd you'll have to ]
find s someone else.” - S

5 “No’Ijust cant’ . :
The father walks. into the house :

" takes out a drink, enters his study, opens
. lis briefease and gets down to work.

i Fiive minutes later his son appears at
the door. “Please, Dad! Can't we play
for just f ve minutes?”’

“Iwould love to, but I absolutely ‘

. cannot!”
“Please!”
- “The answer is no!” :
Five' minutes later the kid .is
back, but this time hek whining in
that'sin'gsohg, nagging voice, “It’s not

B fair] All my friends are in camp, and

.. continued on page 7




| HARAV FREIFELD, ZT”L

- contmued from page6

i my own father can t play ball with me.
. Please, Dad, just five minutes.”

chkly losing the little patience he

- has left, and feeling the pressures of a

difficult day and now an unhappy child,

the father can’t take it anymore. In his
.. anger and frustration he takes a maga-
- zine that happens to be open on his desk
showing a full-page map of the world,
* rips it into hundreds of pieces and
 throws it on the Sloor. “Son,”.
 when you can put that back together, I'll

have time to play ball with you. Do you .

- understand?”’ .

Fifteen minutes later hzs son is back.

“Dad, can we play ball now? 1.did
what you asked. I put the pieces back

s :Iogethen %

he says, A
- a world unto himself. His world con--

- “Impossible! I ripped that map into

hundreds of | piece.s-/ How could you pos- -
. put together the “little boy,” then in-_

sibly have put it back together?!
“You see, Dad,

together the litile boy, then you 've put
together the whole world.

The Rebbe took hundreds of young

men and women, lime‘bqys,and little
girls, and demonstrated his absolute be-

lief that every individual is an olam

katan, a microcosm of the larger world,

sists of himself, his family, his children
and grandchildren, his friends and asso-

ciates, allithe people he influences, all -
the Torah he learns and teaches, all the

mitzvos he performs, all that he elevates

i the other side of
 that picture of the map of the world was
a picture of a little boy, and if you put

1o serve his Creator as he traverses the -
paths of life. It is an olam katan of

monumental proportions — and if you

deed, you've put. together the\ whole
world

Ulti.mate Simcbab

Rebbe’s table, sometimes some uncon-

ventional ones. An old favorite we sang

on Simchas Torah had a chorus of, Od
tireh kamah tov yihyeh ...,

words of hope and promise in his deep,
resonant, melodious voice, |
memory of it conjures up a smile, 'a

-warm feeling of hope for the future. As:

he often taught, the cry of a Jew is the

“You will yet -
- see how good it will be in the coming
year.” The Rebbe would sing these

and the

cry of hépe’ and deveikus in Hashem!

The Rebbe left this world on the first

~day of chol “hamo ‘eid Sukkos, zeman
simchaseinu. Thus, even his passing
~ imparted his eternal teaching that
- everything he did in his life was direct-
. ed for the purpose of bringing true and

. : . genuine simchah to Jews, through
We sang many mggumm at the'

Torah, ahavas Yisrael and yiras
Shamayim. :

May he be a true advocafe of mercy :
for his wonderful famxly, for the hun-

.dreds of talmidim of the yeshivah, for |

his kehillah and for all of Klal Yisrael,.

whom he loved so deeply

maasian .
_Rabbi Yehoshua Kurland was a_

‘talmid of Rav Freifeld and is now a

rebbi in Shor Yoshuv Yeshivah, Rav

Freifeld’s yeshivah in Far Rockaway.




